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Recommendations from the  

“Youth Economic Opportunities in Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Adaptation Forum” to 
the 5th Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction in the Americas 

 

Held at Centre for Social Innovation, 720 Bathurst Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

on March 8, 2017 

 

On March 8, 2017 in Toronto, over 90 
diverse stakeholders and youth held an 
official side event to the Montreal-based 
United Nations 5th Regional Platform for 
Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR). Sponsored by 
RSA Canada and the Global & Community 
Engagement, Faculty of Liberal Arts and 
Professional Studies (York University) and 
Organized by York University’s Advanced 
Disaster, Emergency, and Rapid-response 
Simulation, York University’s Disaster & 
Emergency Management Programs, and 
CLARION (Community-Led Action to 
Resilience in our Neighbourhoods), the 
"Youth Economic Opportunities in DRR & 
Climate Adaptation" side event explored 
how emergency preparedness, response, 
and recovery at the community level can 
foster economic opportunities for youth in 
the green economy. 

 

As noted in the Civil Society Group Statement drafted by the Canadian Council for International 
Co-operation (CCIC) and the Global Network of Civil Society Organizations for Disaster 
Reduction (GNDR): 

Pictured above: Front, Dusha Sritharan, youth 
delegate; The Honourable John Godfrey; Back, 
Marjorie Brans (SSE), Ali Asgary (York University), 
Anthony Black (RSA Canada), & Helen Williams (RSA 
Canada) 

https://www.rsagroup.ca/
http://dem.gradstudies.yorku.ca/
http://www.clarionhub.ca/
http://www.clarionhub.ca/
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“The effectiveness of the Sendai Framework for DRR (and other interrelated global 
agendas) will depend on the meaningful participation of local people in the design, 
implementation and monitoring of relevant policies, standards and plans. This in turn 
requires a supportive institutional and political environment to facilitate the 
engagement of local people and actors, together with access to adequate means of 
implementation for local actions.“ 

In our efforts to contribute to the success of the Sendai Framework and interrelated global 
agendas, we would like to submit the following recommendations on the role of youth in DRR 
and climate adaptation. These recommendations emerged from our forum’s wide ranging 
discussions and seek to build from the Civil Society Group Statement submitted to the 5th 
Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction in the Americas on March 9, 2017. 

 

Recommendations: 

 

1. Engage youth in the design and implementation of community-based disaster risk 
management and climate adaptation to strengthen resilience at the local level. 

2. Support formal and informal training on disaster risk reduction and climate change 
adaptation, with a focus on increasing the knowledge and capacity of local youth leaders, 
building inter-agenda bridges and breaking sectoral silos.  

3. Allocate a proportion of the public funds that are earmarked for climate resilient “hard” 
infrastructure upgrades to “social” infrastructure responsive to youth needs.  

4. Encourage the role of youth in providing intellectual capital toward the invention of new 
enterprises to reach vulnerable populations in times of stress. 

5. Support the establishment of community-based early warning systems at the local level, 
integrating local and scientific knowledge, recognizing the role of youth in providing 
intellectual capital toward the invention of communication systems and their potential direct 
role in implementing ‘old style’ communications (e.g. via runners, bicycles, skiis etc) to reach 
vulnerable populations, or if electronic communication is compromised. 

6. Recognize and monitor social vulnerabilities among young children and youth during 
Emergencies and, include youth in developing a better understanding of their local 
communities and methods to alleviate the suffering of the young and vulnerable during and 
after Emergencies. 

7. Foster forums with local leadership—including youth, on DRR, building inter-agenda bridges 
and breaking sectoral silos.   

8. Support the institutionalization of community-based disaster risk management (CBDRM) to 
strengthen the resilience of households and communities at the local level, engaging youth 
in the processes. 
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9. Engage youth to promote and contribute to the implementation of a local level assessment 
to determine the views of the most at-risk communities, as a complementary perspective for 
monitoring the implementation of the Sendai Framework. 

10. Establish youth employment targets in climate mitigation and adaptation jobs such as energy 
auditors. 

Organizers:  

• York University is the lead Canadian university in disaster & emergency management 
education and research. York University offers both undergraduate and graduate degrees in 
disaster and emergency management. York University also houses the Advanced Disaster, 
Emergency, and Rapid-response Simulation (ADERSIM) initiatives funded by the ORF 
(Ontario Research Fund) and NSERC (Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council). 

 

• Community-Led Action for Resiliency in Our Neighbourhoods Toronto (CLARION Toronto) is 
an informal, voluntary, cross-sectoral working group committed to promoting resiliency at 
the neighbourhood level. Its founding members include Community Resilience to Extreme 
Weather (CREW), Faith & the Common Good, The League of Intrapreneurs Canada, and the 
School for Social Entrepreneurs, a project on the Tides Canada shared platform. 

 

• RSA Canada is a leading Canadian general insurer, distributing the broadest range of Home, 
Auto, Business, Marine, and Travel Insurance products.  

http://www.yorku.ca/index.html
http://www.clarionhub.ca/
http://www.crewtoronto.ca/
http://www.crewtoronto.ca/
http://greeningsacredspaces.net/
http://www.leagueofintrapreneurs.com/posts/the-league-arrives-in-canada
https://www.the-sse.ca/
https://www.the-sse.ca/
http://tidescanada.org/approach/shared-platform/
http://www.rsagroup.ca/

